1 Reading Passage
Washington, D.C.!

Washington, D.C., formally' the District of Columbia and commonly? referred to® as Wash-
ington, the District, or simply D.C., is the capital* of the United States, founded® on July 16,
1790. The District is located® on the north bank” of the Potomac River and is bordered® by the
states” of Virginia to the southwest and Maryland to the other sides. The city has a resident'’
population'! of 599,657; because of commuters'? from the surrounding'? suburbs'?, its popu-
lation rises'® to over one million during the workweek'®. The Washington Metropolitan Area'’,
of which the District is a part, has a population of 5.4 million, the eighth-largest metropolitan area
in the country. Washington, D.C. has many important institutions, it is located in the northeastern
United States, it has four seasons, and it has a diverse population.

There are many important institutions'® in Washington, D.C. The centers of all three branches'’
of the federal government?® of the United States are located in the District, as are many of the
nation?!’s monuments??> and museums?3. Washington, D.C. hosts?>* 174 foreign embassies® as
well as the headquarters®® of the World Bank?", the International Monetary Fund?® (IMF),
the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank, and the Pan
American Health Organization (PAHO). The headquarters of other institutions such as trade unions?’,
lobbying groups?’, and professional associations®! are also located in the District.

Washington, D.C. is in the southern part of the northeastern United States. The District has a
total area®? of 68.3 square miles (177 km?), of which 61.4 square miles (159 km?) is land and 6.9
square miles (18 km?) (10.16%) is water. Washington is surrounded?? by the states of Maryland
to the southeast, northeast, and northwest and Virginia to the southwest. The District has three
major natural flowing®* streams®’: the Potomac River and its tributaries®®, the Anacostia River
and Rock Creek. Tiber Creek, a watercourse?” that once passed through the National Mall, was
fully enclosed>® underground*® during the 1870s.

Washington is located in the humid“’ subtropical*' climate zone*? , exhibiting*? four distinct**
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seasons™’. Its climateS is typica

Summer is humid and hot. Spring and fall’ are warm®!, while winter is cool®”> with annua
snowfall>* averaging® 14.7 inches (37 cm). Winter temperatures®® average around 38 de-
grees Fahrenheit®” (3.3 degrees Centigrade®®) from mid-December to mid-February. Blizzards®
affect’® Washington on average once every four to six years. The most violent®' storms®® are
called “northeasters”, which typically®® feature® high winds®, heavy rains®®, and snow. These

storms often affect large sections of the U.S. East Coast®’.

'Adapted from (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington, \_Dc
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In 2009, the U.S. Census Bureau®® estimated®® the District’s population at 599,657 residents,
continuing a trend™ of population growth™ in the city since the 2000 Census, which recorded™
572,059 residents. According to the 2007 American Community Survey’® conducted™ by the
U.S. Census Bureau, the population distribution” of Washington, D.C. is 55.6% Black or African
American, 36.3% White, 3.1% Asian, and 0.2% American Indian. Individ- uals”® from other
races’’ made up 4.8% of the District’s population while individuals from two or more races made
up 1.6%. In addition, Hispanics™ of any race made up 8.3% of the District’s population. There
were also an estimated 74,000 foreign immigrants™ living in Washington, D.C. in 2007. Major
sources of immigration® include individuals from El Salvador, Vietnam, and Ethiopia. A 2005
study shows that 85.16% of Washington, D.C.’s residents age five and older speak only English at
home and 8.78% speak Spanish. French is the third-most-spoken language at 1.35%. Nearly 46%
of D.C.’s residents have at least a four-year college degree®!. According to data from 2000, more
than half of District residents were identified as Christian: 28% of residents are Roman Catholic,
9.1% are American Baptist, 6.8% are Southern Baptist, 1.3% are Eastern or Oriental Orthodox,
and 13% are members of other Christian denominations®?. Residents who practice® Islam make
up 10.6% of the population, followers®* of Judaism® compose®® 4.5%, and 26.8% of residents
adhere®” to other faiths®® or do not practice a religion.

Washington, D.C. is an important city in the United States. It is the capital of the United States
and has many important government institutions. It is surrounded by the states of Maryland and
Virginia and it has several bodies of water, including the Potomac River. There are four distinct
seasons, with hot summers and cold winters. The city has predominantly African American and
white residents, but there are also residents of other races, and there are immigrants from many

different parts of the world.

2  Vocabulary

(1) formally: officially. IEZXIZ

(2) commonly: very often; frequently. —f%1Z

(3) refer to: to call using a name. & FEIXA %

(4) capital: the most important city or town of a country or region, usually its seat of government
and administrative center. B #R

(5) found: to set up or establish on a firm basis or for enduring existence: £33 %

(6) located: be in a particular place. fZiE L T\ %

(7) bank: the land alongside or sloping down to a river or lake. +7F



(8) border: form an edge along or beside (something). i % i 3

(9) state: a nation or territory considered as an organized political community under one govern-
ment. M

(10) resident: a person who lives somewhere permanently or on a long-term basis. £

(11) population: all the inhabitants of a particular town, area, or country. A [

(12) commuter: a person who travels some distance to work on a regular basis. J# )&

(13) surrounding: all around a particular place or thing. J& PH®D

(14) suburb: an outlying district of a city, especially a residential one. 3545}

(15) rise: increase. %

(16) workweek: the days that people typically go to work, from Monday through Friday. ~FH
(17) metropolitan area: a region consisting of a densely populated urban core and its less-populated
surrounding territories, sharing industry, infrastructure, and housing. #f5T{i &

(18) institution: a society or organization founded for a religious, educational, social, or similar
purpose. FBH, JiEk

(19) branch: a part of a larger organization. &), 17E%ES

(20) federal government: a form of government in which power is shared between a central gov-
ernment and individual states, provinces, etc. FHFFEUT

(21) nation: a large aggregate of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language,
inhabiting a particular country or territory.

(22) monument: statue, building, or other structure erected to commemorate a famous or notable
person or event. AL/ A

(23) museum: a building in which objects of historical, scientific, artistic, or cultural interest are
stored and exhibited. fE¥7fE

(24) host: to provide services, resources, a location, etc. for an event, organization, etc {3 %
(25) embassy: the official headquarters of an ambassador (a diplomatic official sent by one country
to another country as a representative). Kf#fif

(26) headquarters: the place or building serving as the managerial and administrative center of an
organization. AN

(27) World Bank: an international financial institution that provides loans to developing countries.
THSERAT

(28) International Monetary Fund: an international organization working to foster global monetary
cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote high employment and
sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world. [E 585 35

(29) trade union: an organized association of workers, often in a trade or profession, formed to
protect and further their rights and interests. 57 i H &

(30) lobbying group: a group of persons who work or conduct a campaign to influence members



of a legislature to vote according to the group’s special interest. P {5 ]

(31) association: an organization of people with a common purpose and having a formal structure.
=

(32) area: the extent or measurement of a surface or piece of land. [Hif&

(33) surround: be all around (someone or something). PHTp

(34) flowing: moving. 413

(35) stream: a small, narrow river. /M I|

(36) tributary: a river or stream flowing into a larger river or lake. SZ{iit

(37) watercourse: a brook, stream, or artificially constructed water channel. 7K

(38) enclosed: surrounded or closed off on all sides. P

(39) underground: beneath the surface of the ground. i

(40) humid: marked by a relatively high level of water vapor in the atmosphere. 7 D &\

(41) subtropical: pertaining to or occurring in a region between tropical and temperate. 5 ZH D
(42) climate zone: a region or area characterized by certain weather patterns. <& 7

(43) exhibit: have. 235 %

(44) distinct: recognizably different. 1> = b L7

(45) season: each of the four divisions of the year (spring, summer, autumn, and winter) marked
by particular weather patterns and daylight hours, resulting from the earth’s changing position with
regard to the sun. ZEHfi

(46) climate: the weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long period. %f%
(47) typical: having the distinctive qualities of a particular type of person or thing. LAY

(48) removed from: separate from, a certain distance away from. BfL T\ %

(49) body of water: any significant accumulation of water, generally on a planet’s surface, such as
oceans, lakes, rivers, etc. /KDEF - TWAFf

(50) fall: the third season of the year, when crops and fruits are gathered and leaves fall, in the
northern hemisphere from September to November and in the southern hemisphere from March to
May. #k

(51) warm: of or at a fairly or comfortably high temperature. {fi\>

(52) cool: of or at a fairly low temperature. 7% L\

(53) annual: every year. ffllZED

(54) snowfall: the quantity of snow falling within a given area in a given time. [
(55) average: a number expressing the central or typical value in a set of data. ‘53 % &

(56) temperature: a measure of the warmth or coldness of an object or substance with reference to
some standard value. J&FE

(57) fahrenheit: of or denoting a scale of temperature on which water freezes at 32 degrees and
boils at 212 degrees under standard conditions. %



(58) centigrade: of or denoting a scale of temperature in which water freezes at 0 degrees and boils
at 100 degrees under standard conditions. & X

(59) blizzard: a severe snowstorm with high winds and low visibility. J%ME

(60) affect: have an influence on. 223 %

(61) violent: intense in force; severe; extreme. L L W

(62) storm: a violent disturbance of the atmosphere with strong winds and usually rain, thunder,
lightning, or snow. /&

(63) typically: usually, normally, under usual circumstances. —f{%(Z

(64) feature: have as a prominent attribute or aspect. % Rf#-1) %

(65) high wind: a strong wind. 58> &

(66) heavy rain: a large amount of rainfall. 58U [y

(67) east coast: the eastern seaboard of an area of land. B /F

(68) Census Bureau: a principal agency of the U.S. Federal Statistical System, responsible for
producing data about the American people and economy. [EZFHE fF

(69) estimate: roughly calculate or judge the value, number, quantity, or extent of. #£E3 %

(70) trend: a general direction in which something is developing or changing. {t[A]

(71) growth: increase. ¥/l

(72) record: set down in writing or some other permanent form for later reference, especially offi-
cially. it#x3 %

(73) survey: a sampling, or partial collection, of facts, figures, or opinions taken and used to ap-
proximate or indicate what a complete collection and analysis might reveal. #f£x

(74) conduct: organize and carry out. i3 %

(75) distribution: the way in which something is shared out among a group or spread over an area.
537

(76) individual: a single human being. fli A

(77) race: a group of persons related by common descent or heredity. Af&

(78) hispanic: of or relating to Spain or to Spanish-speaking countries, especially those of Latin
America. (A RA VEEREET)

FTYTAVA(R)D

(79) immigrant: a person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country. {3 K

(80) immigration: the action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country. #{E

(81) degree: an academic title conferred by universities and colleges as an indication of the com-
pletion of a course of study. “#fif

(82) denomination: a religious group, usually including many local churches. 7=k

(83) practice: to follow or observe (a religion, etc.) habitually or customarily. CGEZ) 1ZHES

(84) follower: an adherent or devotee of a particular person, cause, or activity (such as a religion).
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(85) Judaism: the religion of the Jews, in which there is a belief in one god. L& ¥ #
(86) compose: constitute or make up (a whole). #K 3 %

(87) adhere: believe in and follow the practices of (a religion, etc.) (CFZ0) HES
(88) faith: a religion. 5%#



